THE IMMACULATE PARENTAGE

peculiar and uncommon. The fund of scriptural knowledge
he had at his command, was simply phenomenal. He
lived in strict orthodox style and could never connive at
any breach of the pious Hindu rites. While reading the
Bhagavata Parana, he shivered from head to foot, his hair
stood on end, tears ran down his cheeks, and he lost
himself in divine ecstasy. His two wives died one after
another, and in advanced age, he wedded a third wife,
Swarnamoyee Devi, who bore him a son named
Braja-gopal. After the birth of Braja-gopal, Anand
Kishor undertook a solemn pilgrimage to Puri, which is
sacred to every Hindu and more so to a pious Vaisnava
of Anand Kishor's stamp on account of the world-famed
temple of Jagannath. Before starting, he took a solemn
vow that he would perform the journey on foot, however
long and dangerous it might be. He always depended
on God's mercy and worked towards attaining His grace.
It is a fact that, out of sincere piety, he fell prostrate on
the ground, measured his body each time, and then again
fell prostrate, and so on.  This told severely upon his
health ; he became extremely emaciated, he had big sores
on his knees and breast, but the spiritual desire was so
strong in him that the bodily ailments were left unheeded.
While he saw Lord Jagannath in the temple, the Lord
appeared to be standing with all His transcendent glories
before him and the love-intoxicated devotee lost himself

(          in bliss.

On his return from Puri, Anand Kishor was blessed
with another child. The birth of the child was preceded
by some miraculous events and spiritual experiences,
which led the parents to think of the child as not born
of them in the natural course, but as having a divine
origin. This was Vijaykrishna, the apple of Anand
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